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Something Different Jfor a Change:

and an evasion of responsibility, a cop-out on independent thinking? -
And when is the desire for change a thoughtless Just for cheap sensa-
( Honalism and trivia] thrif]? These are questions of the greatest impor-
tance, and honorable men and women have and do differ about themn.
It would be foolish to attempt an exhaustive anatysis of the point
of view of Judaism on this question, but is instructive to look for some
insights from within the heritage of Judaism,

L April 28, 193,
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[ R TET DN IPED 9D N - You shall fulfil I\le ordingnces and observe My statutes.
Generally, chukim seem to be irrational: if not for the divine imperative, we would never observe

therm. We asstume a divine purpose and value, but we cannot fathom ther. Mishparim, on the other
hand. reflect cultural and humanistic considerations. Yet the force of the divine command appiies
to hoth, dernanding observance and unqualified commitment.
Rashi (Num. 19-2) cites a Rabbinic comment on the parah adumeh rite: It is @ decree ordained by
Me. You have no right 1o question it. This suggests that the cheh can be defined as an absolute norm
and an ulimate command. demanding total submission without reservations. It is to be affirmed
even if Satan and the nations of the world taunt Israch, ridiculing its irratienality. The observant Jew
accepts the Torah even as a patient follows the prescription of his degior, 1aking complex medica-
\ (ioms and submmiiting o required surgical procedures. We may szek w0 understand and make all
| possible inquiries, but ulimately we accept it on faith. The Lord. Creator and Healer of all flesh.
undoubtedly knows what is best for our bodies and souls as well as what is harmiul 10 them.
The chok may be said 1o possess Lwe characteristics. The first is its universal immurability: the
fact that a <okt is independent.of silpational factors, changmg phiiosophles and ideologies, or
[’rshif[ing praciical and economic conditions. All these have no effect or bearing on & chok, which
- persisis and retains its value under all circumstances. at all times and everywhere. Obvioush: only
;7) an absolute {aith in God as the Legislator of the chok could motivate such acceprance.
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{ Etymologically. the root z-2-r signifies the act of carving, engraving. making incisions in a hard
surface such as stone ormeral, Several verses support this meaning' Behold, ] ave & en you {77z
upon che palns of my hands (Is. 49:16). Oh tha My words were.engraven o] with an fran pen and

tead in the rock forever (Job 19:23-24). Such engravings are protected against the erosion of time and
the elements. Used in religious law, the term signifies that the chok is characierized by perpernal
velidizy and 1s engraven in the rock forever, Chok implies ererniy: it is ot a temporary regulation.
Natres laws are also Jnd:m__gna]terabie and universai. The same Legislator instituted both
Y systens of law, governing physical nature 2s well as mans depertment. The Blble uses the word
chok in regard 1o nature, as in Proverbs 8:29: When He gave 10 the sea His decree fiza), that the waters
should not transgress His commdndment; when he a menud Lz the foundations of J:L’ carth. Nature is
net capricious; it untaliingly abides by Gods laws, even as man should in the human realm. There
are No exceplions ot surprises. Nawre is reliable and prediciable and, its laws aie universally valid.
{ \ The second characteristic of the chol is its incomprehensibility: it demands the surrender of ones @
—w-»é\
mind-and the suspension of one’s thinking. It is & toal commitment precisely hecause it requires an
abdmauon of ones reason, The commutment of a child to his parents. however fervent, isnot ol it
is rootechin the family setting and has many qualifications and veservations. A parents comumitrment /\) v/

to uhil honwever, 15 instinctive and total; it is irrational and therefore not contingent or condition-
{(" al | The reason [of (e chok FETTATITR TYEE Tndewd. The chok 1 STeE comeste&_g” onesthinking
mind. Although man is o ratienal being. the chok demands that he violate his reason,

L:m s which are based on mtes]eu are vulnerable to modification, correction, or reinterpreta-
tion. The intellect is ahle 1o build and tear dovwn. to create and to destroy: it continually reevalu-
ates and postulates anew. The history of science is a chrenigle of the construction and destruction

‘1/\ of ideas, theories, alfirmations, ana negations, The chok. however, rises above human reason and
mosvation A chok is unchanging because it is not subject to reason. It is in the non-cognitive_di-
mension and is therefore not susceptible 1o change, not modified by the aitrition of time and maood

. The religious Jew accepts the entire Torah as mm o 1t nmmutability and its
incomprehensiility, At the conclusion of the daily morning service, we find th This aTTEATSE Th

W Beve with perfect faith that this Torah will notbe che mgm and that there will be no other Torah given by the

Grearor, blessed be His Name (The Thirteen Principles of Faith). The laws of the Torah are above place

ortime. The observant Jew never asks "Why?" in regard to mirzvah obligations. He may ask, How

is it performed?” or. “What lessons are to be derived therefrom®” but not, Why?”
We perform allmishparim (mosdy social laws? in the same manner as the chukim. The Torah
ldOES._l‘lOi assign separate sections to the chuhim and mishpating they are inLer3pe1'sed [hmughcnut
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